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Vision Statement 
 

We will determine area educational offerings; identify public perception of education; determine the gap 

between perception and reality; recommend how to fill the perception gap; and recommend how to fill 

needs in the educational systems as determined by our information gathering. 

 

Findings and Supporting Information 
 

The bulk of the Education Committee’s work was based on perceived community needs, so the largest 

part of our effort was information gathering.  We began by meeting with leaders in education: Mitchell K-

12 public and private schools; Dakota Wesleyan University; Mitchell Technical Institute; and K-12 

schools in surrounding geographic areas.  We also surveyed our personal contacts and conducted focus 

groups to assess public opinion regarding education in the Mitchell area. 

 

Information gathered from Superintendent Joe Graves indicates that the Mitchell School District has a 

process for planning future facilities and curriculum.  Our committee supports continued planning of new 

facilities as funds allow, recognizing that the Mitchell Senior High School and Joe Quintal Field are seen 

as two facilities in great need of upgrade or replacement.  The MHS building simply does not reflect a 

progressive, positive image, nor does it demonstrate the importance of education in Mitchell.  

 

The committee also heard several comments about the lack of resources for gifted students, both with 

regard to time and facilities.  Though funding is undoubtedly an issue, offering opportunities for high-

achievers should be continued in our school district. 

 

One significant way the community supports education is through the Mitchell Scholarship Fund.  The 

fund offers scholarships to every MHS graduate who goes on to post-secondary education.  It is supported 

by individuals and businesses and is a model in the state.  DWU matches the scholarship for those who 

attend the institution. 

 

The primary concern of the schools in surrounding towns is funding and influence in at the state level. 

They worry about the funding formula and enrollment trends.  Technology has allowed for distance 

learning in specialized subjects that are difficult to offer in person. 

 

The presidents of MTI and DWU felt that the Mitchell community does not see the value associated with 

having two institutions of higher education.  Both organizations seek annual fund support and would like 

to see a greater commitment on the part of the community and local business.  Like educators in 

surrounding towns, both presidents felt that Mitchell does not have as much clout with state government 

as the towns of Watertown, Aberdeen, Yankton and others. 

 

Information gathered from community members indicated that those who have a connection with the 

schools – either as a parent, student or employee – felt most informed.  Most people, however, do not feel 

well-informed about education in the region. 

 

As a result of our information gathering, there are three areas in which we would like to make 

recommendations: 

 Marketing and value of education 

 Delivery of education 

 Community education 


